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Name

A Community Changes

| can identify causes and effects (/LS1Cla and ILS5Cla).
How do people change a community?

Chicago is a city of communities. Each community has a history. It is a history of choices. It
is a history of changes. Read about one Chicago community to learn about the choices people
have made there.

More than 150 years ago, people started Pilsen. That is a Chicago community. They were
immigrants. Immigrants are people who move to another country. Immigrants from a country
called Bohemia started Pilsen. They were Bohemians. Pilsen is a name of a place in Bohemia.

Chicago was growing fast. There were many jobs. Many people came to Chicago to find jobs.
There were many factories near Pilsen. People wrote to their families. They told them to come to
Pilsen. They would find jobs. They would find friends. They would join their families.

Pilsen grew. People built churches. They built schools. They started businesses. They opened
restaurants. They served Bohemian food. They started newspapers. Their newspapers were in
their own language.

More people came to Pilsen. Many came from Bohemia. The community grew. Leaders
set up a place to help new immigrants. It was called Bohemian Settlement House. It opened
in 1905. People worked there to help people. The workers helped newcomers find jobs. They
helped them find homes. They helped them get medicine. They taught them English.

Then things changed. Many Bohemian families left. They moved to other neighborhoods.
Businesses closed. The community got smaller.

Then new immigrants moved into Pilsen. They came from Mexico. They joined the
churches. They started businesses. They started restaurants. They started their own newspaper. It
was in Spanish.

Pilsen changed. There were two groups there. There were people from Mexico. There were
people from Bohemia.

Leaders of the two groups met. They made a plan. They talked about ways to live together.
They wanted people to share. They wanted to help the community.

They thought of a way. They would use art. They would work together. They would paint
murals. A mural is a very big painting on a wall. Both groups worked to make these great
paintings. Both groups were proud. Now Pilsen has beautiful murals. You can see them there
today.
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Today, Pilsen is Mexican-American. Community groups help
make it a good place. Community leaders work together. They help
people build new homes. People like living there. They know their
neighbors will help them. They are proud to live there.

Pilsen has changed. People have moved there. People have moved
away. But Pilsen has stayed a good place to live. People help each
other.

A heritage is what you have from your past. Mexican-Americans
have a rich heritage. Every August, Pilsen has a special day. It is the
Fiesta Del Sol. People who used to live in Pilsen come back to visit.
They see the changes. They see their own heritage too. They see the murals.

Write What You Think
List reasons why someone would start a community center to help people.

Write a a paragraph about how a community center helps a neighborhood.

74



Part 3, Learning Guide 1

Nombre

Una Comunidad Cambia

I can identify causes and effects (/LS1Cla and ILS5CIa).
sCoémo cambian las personas una comunidad?

Chicago es una ciudad de comunidades. Cada comunidad tiene una historia. Es una historia
de opciones. Es una historia de cambios. Lee acerca de una comunidad de Chicago para aprender
acerca de las opciones que las personas han hecho ahi.

Hace mads de 150 anos, las personas comenzaron Pilsen. Esa es una comunidad de Chicago.
Eran inmigrantes. Inmigrantes son personas que se mueven de un pais a otro. Inmigrantes de un
pais llamado Bohemia comenzaron Pilsen. Ellos eran bohemios. Pilsen es el nombre de un lugar
en Bohemia.

Chicago crecia rapidamente. Habia muchos trabajos. Muchas personas vinieron a Chicago
a encontrar trabajos. Habia muchas fébricas cerca de Pilsen. Las personas le escribieron a sus
familias. Les decian que vinieran a Pilsen. Ellos encontrarian trabajos. Ellos encontrarian amigos.
Ellos se reunirfan con sus familias.

Pilsen creci6. Las personas construyeron iglesias. Comenzaron negocios. Abrieron
restaurantes. Servian comida Bohemia. Comenzaron periédicos. Sus periddicos estaban escritos
en su propio idioma.

Mais bohemios llegaban a Pilsen. La comunidad crecié. Los lideres establecieron un lugar
para ayudar a los nuevos inmigrantes. Se llamaba la Bohemian Settlement House (Casa
Benéfica Bohemia). Abrié en 1905. Las personas trabajaban ahi para ayudar a las personas. Los
trabajadores ayudaron a los recién llegados a encontrar trabajos. Los ayudaron a encontrar
hogares. Los ayudaron a obtener medicamentos. Le ensenaron inglés.

Entonces las cosas cambiaron. Muchas familias bohemias se fueron. Se mudaron a otros
barrios. Varios negocios cerraron. La comunidad se hizo mas pequena.

Entonces nuevos inmigrantes se mudaron a Pilsen. Venian de México. Se unieron a las
iglesias. Abrieron negocios. Abrieron restaurantes. Comenzaron su propio periddico. Estaba
escrito en espanol.

Pilsen cambi6. Habia dos grupos ahi. Habia personas de México. Habia personas de Bohemia.

Lideres de los dos grupos se reunieron. Hicieron un plan. Hablaron de maneras de vivir
juntos. Querian que las personas compartieran. Querian ayudar a la comunidad.

Pensaron en una manera. Utilizarian arte. Trabajarian juntos. Pintarian murales. Un mural es
una pintura muy grande en una pared. Ambos grupos trabajaron juntos para hacer estas grandes
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pinturas. Ambos grupos estaban orgullosos. Ahora Pilsen tiene
muchos murales hermosos. Hoy en dia se pueden ver ahi.

e A AFTEIEET T

Hoy, Pilsen es mexicano-americano. Grupos comunitarios
ayudan a hacerlo un buen lugar. Los lideres comunitarios trabajan
juntos. Ayudan a las personas a construir nuevos hogares. A las
personas les gusta vivir ahi. Saben que sus vecinos los ayudaran.
Estan orgullosos de vivir ahi.

Pilsen ha cambiado. Personas se han mudado ahi. Personas se han
mudado de alli. Pero Pilsen se ha mantenido como un buen lugar para
vivir. Las personas se ayudan los unos a los otros.

Un legado o herencia es lo que tienes de tu pasado. Los mexicano-americanos tienen un legado
abundante. Cada agosto, Pilsen tiene un dia especial. Es la Fiesta del Sol. Personas que antes vivian
en Pilsen regresan a visitar. Ven los cambios. Ven su propia herencia también. Ven los murales.

Escribe Lo Que Piensas

Haz una lista de rezones por las que alguien comenzaria un centro comunitario para ayudar a las
personas.

Escribe un parrafo sobre como un centro comunitario ayuda al vecindario.
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